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Savannah, Ga. – The tem-
perature may be cooling off,
but the animals at Oatland
Island Wildlife Center are
hotter than ever.  Cooler
temperatures mean the ani-
mals are much more active,
making a visit to the Center
a wonderfully engaging

experience.
“Coming out to

Oatland Island is great any-
time of year, but the animals
are much more active during
the cooler months than they
are in spring and summer”
say Allison Ballentine, ani-
mal care technician.  “More

The City of Savannah
has become the first munici-
pality in Georgia to receive
designation as a Bronze
Level Partner by the
Partnership for a
Sustainable Georgia, a state-
sponsored voluntary envi-
ronmental leadership initia-
tive. 

The designation made
in November by the Georgia
Department of Natural
Resources was based on the
strength of the City's sus-

tainability plan, called the
Thrive Initiative which
seeks to reduce the
Savannah City government's
carbon footprint by 15 per-
cent. Becoming a Partner
will allow Savannah to
access state resources, such
as grant funding, to improve
environmental efforts and
help the Savannah achieve
its sustainability goal. 

The Partnership for a
Sustainable Georgia was
created by the state in 2004

to foster environmental
leadership and recognize
superior environmental per-
formance. Free and open to
any business or organization
in Georgia, it includes four
Partnership levels to fit the
changing goals and environ-
mental initiatives of the par-
ticipants. 

For information, con-
tact Rachel Smithson, coor-
dinator of the City of
Savannah's Thrive
Initiative, at 651-6420.

Savannah joins Partnership 
for a Sustainable Georgia

Oatland Island Wildlife Center is
HOT when the Weather is Cool! 

and more people are coming
during the cooler seasons to
see things that they don't nor-
mally get to see.  The foxes
and wolves are in their thick-
er winter coats, the bobcats
and cougars are more active-
ly exploring their exhibits
and the birds of prey are
much more vocal” continues
Ballentine.  On the coldest
nights, the Center's staff
takes every precaution to
keep the animals comfort-
able.  “We add hay to the
Georgia Farm so that the ani-
mals have a warm bed to
sleep on, we run special
heaters in the reptile and bat
exhibits in Wolf Wilderness,
and wrap some of the
aviaries in tarps to help cut
down the cold wind. Our jobs
become a little busier when
the weather gets colder” says
Ballentine.  

With the upcoming hol-
iday season, Oatland Island
Wildlife Center has some
great suggestions for unique
holiday gifts that will sure to
please even the toughest peo-
ple on your list.  For the gift
that keeps giving, treat some-
one to a membership to the
Friends of Oatland (FOO)
and let them enjoy free
admission to the Center all
year long.  Or, to help share
the care, try adopting one of
the many animals at the
Center.  Your contribution
will go towards the food,
medical and maintenance
care for their growing collec-
tion.  Check out the Oatland
Island Website at www.oat-
landisland.org or call them at
(912) 898-3980 to find out
about these and other special
holiday gift options.

The Oatland Island
Wildlife Center of Savannah
is home to over 150 animals
from 50 different species.
The center is open daily from
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and is
located 5 miles east of
Historic Downtown
Savannah on President Street
(Islands Expressway).  The
center is a unit of Savannah-
Chatham County Public
Schools.

Just In Time ForChristmas:  
Feelings of a Poet by Zyon D. Smiley 

ATLANTA – Former caterer
turned author and Savannah
native, Aundrea Dumas, will
introduce her first book “The
House That Cooks Love” at
local Kroger stores on
December 12-13, 2008.
Dumas, founder and CEO of
MaBelle’s Brand LLC as well
as one of Kroger’s minority
suppliers, will also be on
hand to provide a product
sampling demonstration for
Kroger customers and fans
alike.

More than three decades
ago, Isabelle Delancey,
grandmother to Aundrea
Dumas, known to all as
“MaBelle” created her
Shrabcakes® secret recipe in
her Savannah Georgia
kitchen, which she taught to
Aundrea at an early age. 

In 2004, during an event
catered by Aundrea, her
grandmother’s secret recipe
was formally introduced and
instantly caught the attention
of a Kroger executive. Today,
Shrabcakes can be found in

Savannah Native Travels Home to
Introduce “The House That Cooks Love”

Aundrea Dumas

more than 210 Kroger stores.
As a tribute to her grandmoth-
er, Aundrea wrote “The House
That Cooks Love: Recipes
and short stories from 306
West 37th Street Savannah,
Georgia,” which highlights
exclusive recipes and short
stories from the home of the
original Shrabcakes chef her-
self.

With more than 75
recipes and short stories found
in chapters including
“Staircase Secrets,” “Front
Porch Memories” and
“Doorway Footsteps,” you
can almost hear MaBelle her-
self as Aundrea shares her
past through her stories and
her grandmother’s recipes.
On December 12th and 13th,
Dumas will have her first
book signing in Kroger, the
store that first realized the
promise of her grandmother’s
product. “I love Kroger,” said
Dumas. “When I first took my
product to Kroger, they asked
me why I chose to bring
Shrabcakes to them. I trusted
them. They were the ones
that saw the potential of my
grandmother’s products, and
it is fitting that my first book
signing take place in a Kroger
store.”

“My grandmother’s
Shrabcakes recipe along with
this book are her legacy, adds
Dumas. “I want them both to

See Cooks, page 3

Local author, Zyon D.
Smiley, will hold a book
signing for his newest  book
of poetry, Feelings of a Poet
at Waldens Book Store in the
Savannah Mall on Saturday,
December 13, 2008 from
12:00 noon - 4:00p.m.
Come meet this local poet
and have him autograph your
personal copy his book.  This
book will make a wonderful
Christmas gift for that poetry
lover on your list. Zyon D. Smiley

                   


